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President’s Corner 


This might be the last newsletter you receive 
from us if you have not renewed your VOMARC 
membership for 2023. We're in the process of 
pruning our roster to make it more reflective of 
our actual membership. We'd love to have you 
continue to join us for our meetings and events 


and by renewing online today you can ensure 
that you do. 


It's almost Hamfest season! The first Hamfest of 
the year in our area will take place in Loomis on 
March 18th. In the past there have been several 
VOMARC members who have banded together 
to carpool to the event. Are you interested in 
going? If so, bring up the subject at this month's 
meeting and see who else is making the same 
plans. Maybe save some money on gas and buy 
some extra gear! 


And speaking of Hamfests, our own Sonoma's 
Hamfest will take place Saturday, April 

22nd. We're already busy making plans for this 
year's edition and we'll discuss some of these at 
the meeting. We'll be mailing out flyers for the 
first time in years, so we're hoping for a good 
turnout. 


You've almost certainly heard of the American 
Radio Relay League (ARRL). But what about the 
International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) and 
International Telecommunications Union 


March 2023 


(ITU)? What do they do and why should you 
care? They affect your Amateur Radio pursuits 
more than you think! This month Rod Stafford 
(W6ROD), ARRL International Affairs Vice 
President, will fill us in on just how these groups 
operate and how they affect us. 


—By Robert KASWSS 


NEXT MEETING 
Wed, March 15, 2023, 7:30pm 
Zoom meeting room info will be emailed 
later. 
Topic: IARU/ITU Functions 
Presenter: Rod Stafford (W6ROD) 


Minutes of the Feb 15, 2023 
Meeting 


KG6QNT (Eileen), KB6CLV (Simon), WD6bor 
(Darrel), KE6HID (Andrew), KASWSS (Robert), 
KG6N (Frank), KM6URP (Kathy), N6LY (Liz), K6YD 
(Kevin), KD6FIL (Dave), W8EWL (John), N7PIB 
(Sanford), NJ6E (Stan), N7TSQ (Joe), KEGSM 
(Marc), WA6LM (Luis), W1EJ (Ed), WA6VAG 
(Chuck), WB6TMH (Mike), KN6WYP (Lew) 


BUSINESS AND OFFICER REPORTS 


Adopt meeting minutes as published in the 
newsletter? — MMS- Approved 


OFFICER REPORTS 


NEWSLETTER EDITOR - Eileen, KG6QNT- 
nothing to report 


ACS LEAD - Moe, KI6JNU - No ACS next 
weekend due to Pres. Day. Next on the 27th or 
28th. 


VE LIAISON - Elizabeth, N6LY 


January 28th session had one upgrader to 
General. 


Upcoming tests: Apr 22 (Hamfest), Jul 29 and 
Oct 28. 


Reservations required. Probably 10 max. 
RADIO OFFICER - Mike, WB6TMH 
Weekly Net Control 

This month - Darrel, WD6BOR 

Next month - Moe, KI6JNU 


Need new net control ops for September and 
October 


Trustee - Darrel, WD6BOR 


Hamfest - waiting for mailing labels. Need flyers 
to be mailed (along with membership 
solicitation). 


SECRETARY/TREASURER - Dave, KD6FIL 
About $3,006 in the bank. 


Membership renewals are due now. Renew at 
vomarc.org. 


VICE PRESIDENT - Ed, W1E)J 
PRESIDENT - Robert, KASWSS 


David Whalin AE6W is looking for 4 operators to 
help with the Napa Valley Marathon on March 
5th. Contact him at dwhalin@gmail.com. 


Reached out to DXCC card checker at last year’s 
Hamfest. Have not heard back. 


Hamfest 


KSVY - will be contacted. 


Darrel will get press releases for local papers 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


NEXT MONTH’S MEETING TOPIC: IARU/ITU 
Functions - Rod (W6ROD) 


Mystery Box drawing - postponed until in-person 
meetings are possible and we can be sure 
COVID-19 is not one of the contents. Ed now has 
the mystery box for now. Will restart with 
Breakfasts. 


MEETING TOPIC - Bouvet Island Info and 3YOPI 
DXpedition Video 


—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


VE Liaison News 
—By Elizabeth N6LY 


Our next session will be on April 22, in 
conjunction with our HAM Fest. It's a good 
time to upgrade or get your new license and 
check out our swap for some good deals. 


Sponsor: Valley of the Moon ARC Time: 10:00 
AM. Reservations required. 


Contact: Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey (N6LY) Email: 
n6ly.emm (at) gmail.com 


Location: First Congregational Church of 
Sonoma, Spain Street, Sonoma 


Please reserve in advance if you want to join the 
hobby or move on to the next level. 


We will still be requiring masks and will 
seat candidates appropriately spaced. 


This is a testing session only, we don't 
offer classes or cram sessions. 


If you are testing for a new license, you will 
be required to pay a $35 fee to the FCC, in 
addition 

to the fee below, once you pass the test 

to receive your license and call sign. 


This does not apply to upgrades. 


Candidate Requirements: 


¢ A photo identification or (2) non-photo ID's 


e FCC Registration Number 


¢ Original and a photocopy of your current 
license (if licensed) 


e Any original valid CSCE's and a photocopy 
of each 


¢ Radiotelegraph license, if held (see VE) 
e Exam fee is $15.00, Under 18 is $5.00 
COVID-19 Requirements 


To ensure the health and safety of all applicants 
and examiners, for the duration of the COVID-19 


pandemic the following requirements also apply. 


There will be no exceptions to these 
requirements. 


All candidates must reserve a spot ahead 
of time via email. See contact info above. 
Sessions limited to ten applicants at a 
time. 

All participants must wear a mask 
(covering both the mouth and nose). 
Please bring your own pens and pencils. 
Chairs and desks will be sanitized before 
each session. 


Why Test With Us? 


Every candidate who takes an FCC examination 
with VOMARC is entitled to a free year's worth 
of membership in the club, regardless of 
whether you pass or not! Each applicant is also 
provided with a welcome kit of some helpful 
information on how to get started on their 
Amateur Radio adventure. 


Additional Sessions for 2023 


e Saturday, April 22 (in conjunction with our 
HAMFEST) 


e Saturday, July 29 
e Saturday, October 28 


On The Air 


e Both Frank (KG6N) and Robert (KASWSS) 
managed to work the Bouvet Island DXpedition 
(3Y0J) on 30M. Band conditions and severe 
weather cut the operation short, resulting in 
them making 1/10th the number of QSOs hoped. 


e Sanford (N7PIB) has made contact with at 
least 3,044 parks as part of the Parks on the Air 
(POTA) program. 


e = A nice little 6M opening on February 16th 
netted 11 FT8 QSOs for Robert (KASWSS). Most 
contacted stations were in Florida, but contacts 
with the Cayman Islands and Guatemala were 
also logged. 


e Robert (KASWSS) made 170 QSOs in the 
ARRL DX CW Contest. After uploading the log to 
LoTW his CW country count increased from 54 
to 69. Later in the month he made 217 QSOs in 
the ARRL DX Phone contest. 


e = Carl (N6TTV) worked YJOA on Vanuatu in 
the Pacific. 


e Robert (KASWSS) made 4 QSOs in the SC 
QSO Party, 10 in the NC QSO Party and 39 in the 
NA RTTY QSO Party. 


e Robert (KASWSS) made 193 QSOs in 
the CQ WPX RTTY Contest. This included DX 
contacts in Poland, Namibia, Argentina, New 
Zealand, Japan and others. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Shack Of The Month 


—Submitted by Frank (KG6N) 


My shack consists of an Elecraft k3, p3, and 
koa500. | use a K1EL win keyer and bencher 
paddle. | use radio sport headsets with gel 
inserts and noise cancelling. | have a Hexbeam 
up about 35’ and use a legal limit trapped dipole 
on 40/80. The Rotor is a Yaesu g-450. 30m uses 
a butternut vertical, dipole, or delta loop at 
times. The loop loads on 60 with decent results 
fed with 450 ohm ladder line. | use a kw auto 
tuner on the higher ends of the low bands as 
everything is kept resonant 30khz above the 
bottoms. As back up, | have an ic706mkiig and 
Henry 2k or Heathkit sb-221. | have a steppir 
db18e on the fence waiting for some day..... 


amt x 
tered 


| run Logger32 and 3 screens for spotting, CW 
skimmer, logging, WSJT-X, and web browsing. | 
primarily chase DX and run a few contests per 
year. Certainly a lightweight station but | hold 
my own in the pileups. So far this setup has 
earned dxcc on 6 bands and nearly there on 
30. | have 318 countries, WAS triple play, and 
about 15 short of 5 band WAS. I’ve never 
chased the WAS award, but it’s a byproduct of 
the Cal QSO party participation each year. 


Upcoming plans are extending the loop for 80 
meters, a loop on ground Rx antenna. And a 80 
meter coaxial vertical dipole. I’m looking for a 


second HF rig to start with SO2R contesting and 
plan on using tuned stubs for filtering 
harmonics. 


I’d also like to find the time to get my LP pan 
adapter back up, it’s hard to get running, but the 
clarity of the scope and second audio channel 
gives a separate Rx audio channel and when I’ve 
had it working, | found | could decode the CW 
streams visually on the display. I’ve also been 
working on getting CW skimmer to popular my 
DX spots which primarily come from telnet 
clusters. 


| use CW to RTTY on the k3 with my memory 
keyer or paddles and recently purchased a 
Mortty interface that is USB to FSK and has a 
built in win keyer. Really slick product and dirt 
cheap. 


_——— 


DXCC Standings 


Here are the latest DXCC numbers for known 
VOMARC members. The results come from the 
published pages from the ARRL. But we'll use 
your unsubmitted totals if you let us know what 
they are. 


Mixed Modes SSB 


Callsign Countries Callsign | Countries 


NS6B 339 NS6B 


N7PIB 326 N7PIB 


KA5WSS 275 KA5WSS 


N6TTV 226 W6AJF 


W6GEE 216 


N6KM (SK) 188 


KG6N 147 


K6UUW (SK) 114 


W6AJF 16 


cw Digital 


Callsign Countries Callsign _| Countries 


W6GEE 204 KA5WSS 189 


KG6N 118 N7PIB 111 


N6TTV 103 W6AJF 1 


N6KM (SK) 103 


KA5WSS 69 DXCC Challenge 


W6AJF 14 Callsign Band/Ctys 


N7PIB 4 N7PIB 1074 


KA5WSS 946 


W6AJF 34 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
State QSO Party Challenge 


| mentioned several QSO Parties | submitted 
scores for in last month's newsletter. There's a 
relatively new year-long competition that 
combines these individual state-specific 
contests. The State QSO Party Challenge 
provides a fun way to check out propagation and 
different modes to various spots in North 
America. 


Years ago, state QSO parties were a bit more 
popular and active than they are today. The 
State QSO Party Challenge is trying to reverse 


this trend by encouraging more active 
participation in as many QSO Parties as possible. 


Though the official title of the challenge is the 
State QSO Party, it is not limited to the United 
States. Canadian Provincial QSO Parties are also 
part of the formula. 


CHALLENGE 


QSO Parties are mini-contests where each 
individual state, province or call area is the focus 
of attention over some weekend. Everyone 
around the world tries to work stations in the 
target area. Hams in the target area can work 
everyone. 


Finding some of those last rare states or 
counties for operating awards can be tough. 
QSO Parties are helpful for finding stations in 
places like Delaware for Worked All States or all 
254 Texas counties for the US Counties award. 


Though most QSO Parties publish suggested 
frequencies around which operations might 
congregate there are also technical tools to help 
you find stations. The DX Cluster certainly has 
plenty of spots, some of which mention spotted 
station's location. But there tends to be a lot of 
other spots to sort through. Alternatively, the 
QSO Party Spotting pages provide a contest 
specific way to search for, and report, stations 
for a given contest. 


The challenge scores are calculated from the 
total number of contacts made in all QSO Parties 
multiplied by the number of QSO Parties (47 in 
total) entered. With multipliers based on the 
number of contests entered, there is a strong 
incentive to get active in as many QSO Parties as 
possible. 


To count towards your total score you must 
make at least two contacts in any given QSO 
Party. 


Why 47 and not 50 plus the number of Canadian 
Provinces? Not all states have stand alone QSO 
Parties. Some states participate in QSO Parties 
that group several states together, such as the 
7th Call Area and New England QSO Parties. 


There is a bit of work required to keep 
submitting scores for each QSO Party, but it's 
generally consistent and not too hard. First, | 
would suggest using computer logging such as 
with N1MM Logger+. 


After a QSO Party, export your log into Cabrillo 
format, which is the standard format for 
Amateur Radio contest logs. Then visit the QSO 
Party's log submission page to upload the file. 


For example, the Minnesota QSO Party submit 
page might look something like this: 


Submitters E-mall Address tesilexample.com 

Locatlon During Contest: Calfomnla v 

What operator category are you entering? SinglesOp MultisOp Cheek Log 

What mode category are you entering? Mixed CW Only Phone ony 

What's the highest output power you used during the contest? SW orless © 100W/orlgs © 1S00W or less 
What station category are you entering? Fixed Mobile Rover 


Select Log File on Your Computer; | Choose Fle MNOPlog OR Paste your Cabrilo-formatted log into the text area below; 


Then, you'll need to submit your score to the 
challenge as well. You do this by submitting 
summary information via the 3830scores.com 
website. Look for a link to the QSO Party in 
"current contests" or "recent contests" and click 
on the link. You should see a submission form 
that looks similar to this: 


Submitter's E-mail Address* | Send copy to this e-mail address, 
Location | Out of State/Province v 


Call Used* |KASWSS Operator(s) Call(s) Station Cal 
Class* [SOMned _v] Power* [LP__v] Check all that apply: ) SO2R \ 2BSIQ _ Remote operation 


Op Time (hrs) QTH CA Club (none) 


Summary: 
CWQs Ph Qs Dig Qs 


Fields outlined in red are required fields. The 
rest are optional. Submit the form and you're 
done! 


Once submitted, it won't take long for your 
challenge score to show up or be updated. On 
the 3830scores.com website, the challenge 
summary page can be sorted by callsign or score. 
As you can see from my score after 5 QSO 
Parties so far this year, |am not setting any 
records! 


KD9GY 3,570 237 
KD9KEQ 1,446 230 
KASWSS 1,571 230 


W4CMG 3,403 228 
AI60 3,832 228 
Note here the importance of participating in as 
many QSO Parties as possible. W4CMG and Al60 
have more QSOs and over twice as many points 
in their submissions. But | have at least one 
more QSO Party under my belt than either. And 
that bumps up my challenge score. 


The QSO Party Challenge's Leaderboard provides 
an alternate way to look at the current 
standings. The Google spreadsheet lists results 
first sorting by number of QSO Parties then by 
challenge score. 


As each QSO Party completes you might find 
yourself eligible for a certificate or other prize. 
Top California QSO Party scorers receive a bottle 
of wine! In addition, the State QSO Party 
Challenge has their own certificate. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Air Force Declares War on 
Ham Radio? 


The downing of a Chinese spy balloon after it 
crossed the United States captivated the 
nation. But it also has had a negative effect on 
Amateur Radio. How? After the initial uproar 
over the encroachment the Air Force got more 
aggressive about balloons over the US. Reports 
started to surface about additional balloons 


being taken out. Some of those actions seem to 
correspond with the loss of signal from Amateur 


Radio pico balloons. 


As you can see online, many of these balloons 
are quite small. But the Northern Illinois 
Bottlecap Balloon Brigade's pico balloon's loss 
of signal off the coast of Alaska coincided with 
reports of the Air Force's action against a 
balloon in the area. If nothing else, the 
takedown provided some exposure for 
Amateur Radio on CNN, Aviation Week, blogs, 
and other sources. No PR is bad PR? 


The Hackaday website even jokingly declared 
the USAF (Almost) Declares War on Illinois Radio 
Amateurs. Maybe balloons need to be sent up 
with an appropriate disclaimer: 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Advice From ChatGPT 


Artificial Intelligence stories have dominated the 
headlines recently. Someone even hacked up a 
connection between ChatGPT and DStar. Could 
ChatGPT teach us anything about Amateur 
Radio? | decided to find out by posing the 
question, "What can Amateur Radio operators 


do to improve their skills?". The results were 
actually pretty decent. 


From ChatGPT: 


There are several ways for amateur radio 
operators to improve their skills, including: 


1. Participate in on-air contests and events - 
Contests and events provide opportunities to 
practice skills such as operating under 
pressure, tuning antennas, and making quick 
and accurate contacts. 


. Join a local club or organization - Amateur 
radio clubs offer support, mentorship, and 
opportunities to collaborate with other 
operators, as well as training sessions and 
field trips. 


. Attend training classes and workshops - 
Many organizations offer training classes and 
workshops for beginner and advanced 
operators. These can cover topics such as 
operating procedures, antenna design, and 
digital modes. 


. Read and study - There are many books, 
websites, and online resources available that 
cover a wide range of topics related to 
amateur radio. Studying these resources can 
help operators learn new techniques, expand 
their knowledge, and stay up-to-date with 
the latest trends and technologies. 


. Experiment and build projects - Amateur 
radio operators can also improve their skills 
by experimenting with different equipment, 
building their own antennas and equipment, 
and exploring new modes of communication. 


. Overall, the key to improving skills as an 
amateur radio operator is to stay engaged 
and curious, and to seek out opportunities to 
learn and grow. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Misc 


° NJ6E's WSPR 6M beacon is on the air and 
has received some reception reports though all 
from the Bay Area. Hopefully the summer will 
provide some openings and greater reception. 


e =§=Can Al help with reducing noise in 
receiving? Some experimental software has 
been released that seems to show some 
promise. 


e —_— Phil (KN6MJY) sent a link to a Physics 
lecture on YouTube that cleverly describes 
electric charges. 


e Andrew (KEGHID) passed along a link with 


Q&A about the Cobra UltraLite compact 
antenna. 


e Looking for KML files with repeater data to 
use with Google Earth? Andrew (KE6HID) found 
a link to someone who put that together. 


e Using NASA's Solar Dynamics Observatory, 


scientists may be able to predict the location of 
solar flares before they occur. 


e An art gallery in Australia opened up witha 


colorful timber screen element containing the 
word "gallery" spelled out in Morse code. 


e Hackaday asks what will happen to the 


spectrum as legacy broadcast radio stations go 
silent? 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 


Napa Marathon, March 5, 2023 
—Submitted by Dave KD6FIL 


Ed, W1EJ and | volunteered to provide 
communications for the Napa Valley Marathon. 
The Napa Valley Marathon is a qualifier for the 
Boston Marathon so there were some serious 
runners! It was a brutal start for me, with snow 
falling and an hour drive from my house to get 
to the rest stop by 6:45 AM! The event was well 
run and thankfully, there were no safety 
incidents that | know of. There was sun, rain, 
snow and wind, but the runners kept going. 
There were 3 different events. The full marathon 
with 3000 runners, a half marathon with 2000 
runners and a 5K event with 750 runners. 
Volunteering for events is a great way to gain 
radio experience, give back to the community 
and have fun. Try it. 

eo 


Runners at the Napa Valley Marathon, in 
between the rain on March 5, 2023. 


QSL Card Inbox 


SBAFR 


Rodrigues Island 


i 


CQ Zone: 39) 
ITUrs3) 
LOC: MHIORH) 


L |OTA: AP - 017 
) 


Robert (8B9FR) is the only licensed Amateur Radio 
operator on Rodrigues Island in the Indian Ocean. So 
unless someone drops by for a DXpedition, he’s the 
only game in town. This card is for our 12M contact 
using FT8. 


! & : : i oe 
You don’t see that many vertical QSL cards for some 
reason. The card format fits the picture contents here. | 
worked the TX5N DXpedition to the Austral Islands on 
12M, 17M and 60M using both FT8 and SSB. | made all 
of these contacts from my modest home station. 


—Submitted by Robert KASWSS 
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A PUBLICATION OF VOMARC, THE VALLEY OF THE MOON 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 

Honorary President in Perpetuity 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Robert Barron KA5WSS — President 

Ed Jacobson, W1EJ — Vice President 

Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary/Treasurer 
Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Moe Llanes, KI6JNU — ACS Unit Leader 
Elizabeth Morris-Mowrey, N6LY — VE Liaison 
Darrel Jones, WD6BOR -— Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Editor 

Robert Barron, KASWSS — Webmeister 


“Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC. “—S. Marler 


WEB PAGE: http://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 P.M.) local, 
except meeting nights on the 145.350 repeater, -600 kHz, PL 
88.5 Hz. 


Breakfast Nets are held every Tuesday and Saturday morning 
at 7:30 AM on the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 


Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 
C/O Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 

Sonoma, CA 95476 


ACS VOMARC 
NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS NET CONTROL ASSIGNMENTS 


Name Call Name Call 


JANUARY ROBERT KA5WSS 
FEBRUARY DARREL WD6BOR 
MARCH MOE KI6JNU 
APRIL DAVE KD6FIL 
MAY ED W1EJ 
JUNE FRANK KG6N 
JULY ED W1EJ 
AUGUST CARL N6TTV 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


JANUARY MOE KI6JNU 
FEBRUARY SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
MARCH SCOTT KJ6QIQ 
APRIL JIM K6UUW 
MAY DICK KF6FZM 
JUNE MOE KI6JNU 
JULY 
AUGUST BILL KJ6EIG 
SEPTEMBER SAM WSLTP 
OCTOBER DICK FK6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 2023 


Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member at same address. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 


QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of 
Congress, National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Address: APT: 
City: State: ZIP: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
Name: CALL: EMAIL: 
VOMARC Membership: Complimentary with Class—Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen: 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1* St West, CA 95476, or 
brought to the next meeting. Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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